Public perceptions of the criminally insane.
The authors interviewed 413 residents of New York State in a study of public perceptions of the criminally insane. They found that the criminally insane are generally considered dangerous, harmful, and violent, and as a class they are feared and rejected by society far more than are than are the mentally ill. However, none of the individuals identified by study respondents as criminally insane were legally classified as such. The authors believe the public confusion about who is criminally insane arises from the media's emphasis on prior history of mental treatment of individuals committing violent and bizarre crimes, and from misunderstanding of the role of mental health professionals in criminal proceedings.